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State Department and Space Weather
For Constitutional and other reasons, State  
plays a facilitation, coordination and  
clearance role in international space  
cooperation.

In its coordination role, State leads on  
government-to-government framework  
agreements, and in its clearance role on  
agency-to-agency implementing  
agreements.

Also advances cooperation with specific
countries or groups of them for broader
foreign policy reasons.
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Parker Solar Probe

NSpC Exectuive Secretary Scott Pace at 2nd  
Interntational Space Exploratoin Forum (ISEF2)



2015 National Space Weather Strategy & Action Plan
Goal 6 - Enable Increased International Cooperation

GOAL 6 OBJECTIVES:

Build international support at the policy level for  
acknowledging space weather as a global  
challenge

Increase engagement with the international  
community on observation infrastructure, data  
sharing, numerical modeling, and scientific  
research

Strengthen international coordination and  
cooperation on space weather products and  
services

Promote a collaborative international approach  
to extreme space weather preparedness
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Improve collaboration on space weather-related policies, research, forecasting  
and risk management activities from an international perspective.

Space Weather as a Global Challenge

Embassy of Italy – May 2017

US Dept of State– April 2016
Space Weather as a Global Challenge
July 24, 2018
Hosted by the Embassy of Japan

日本国大使館

- Space weather outlook in Japan

- International perspectives

- Private industry perspectives

- Improving services and preparedness



Space Weather and Diplomacy
UN COPUOS activities

UNISPACE+50 Thematic Priority 4: International Framework for Space  
Weather Services
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COPUOS Space Weather  
Expert Group

COPUOS LTS Guidelines:*

16- Share operational space
weather data and forecasts

17- Develop space weather  
models and tools and collect  
established practices on the
mitigation of space weather
effects

25 - Promote and support  
capacity-building

* UN COPUOS Guidelines for the Long-term Sustainability of Outer Space Activities: first set. From Report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space;  
Fifty-ninth session (8-17 June 2016); General Assembly Official Records Seventy-first Session Supplement No. 20



Space Weather and Diplomacy
UN COPUOS activities

International Heliophysical Year in 2007
International Space Weather Initiative (ISWI)

– Initiated by the Heliophysics Science community in 2009.
– Inauguration at the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee (UN COPUOS),  

Vienna, Austria, February 2010.
– Capacity building workshops held in Egypt, Nigeria, Ecuador, Austria, Japan, 

and the United States.
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ISWI Instrument Distribution
1045 instruments in 112 countries and all 7 continents
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http://www.iswi-secretariat.org/

http://www.iswi-secretariat.org/


International Civil Aviation Organization

Provisions for space weather information for international air navigation
– ICAO considers this a significant contribution to civil aviation safety

• Annex 3 Requirements adopted by ICAO Council in 2017

• ICAO Air Navigation Council to designate provider(s) of space  
weather information - September, 2018

• Provider(s) start production and dissemination of space weather  
information – November, 2018
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